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Shipboard Data Stewardship
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Introduction

The increased volume and heterogeneity of scientific research data
present new challenges for data managers tasked with the
stewardship of those valuable data resources. Stewardship of in situ
oceanographic data is especially important as those data form an
essential part of the time-series observations comprising the full
climate data set for planet Earth. Acquisition of oceanographic data
by U.S. funded investigators often begins aboard a vessel in the U.S.
academic fleet and data are managed subsequently by individual
investigators with the understanding that all data will be archived at
the appropriate U.S. National Oceanic and Atmospheric
Administration (NOAA) National Data Center. In late 2006, the U.S.
National Science Foundation (NSF) funded the Biological and

Woods Hole Oceanographic Institution to work closely with &
investigators to manage data generated from their research projects
and to ensure that those data are permanently archived at the U.S.
National Oceanographic Data Center (NODC). The Rolling Deck to
. Repository (R2R) project, funded by NSF in late 2009, has been
| tasked to work with vessel operators to improve stewardship of
shipboard data routinely collected from suites of underway sensor
systems and ensure final archive of those data at the appropriate
U.S. National Data Center, e.g. the NODC or the National

Geophysical Data Center (NGDC). Chris Linder, WHOI
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Data managers hunted for
cruise metadata and
attempted to assemble the
complete metadata record
for each cruise.
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A Better Way
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populates the appropriate fields in the
metadata database.
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